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ENERGY IN ALBERTA
· Hydrocarbons will continue to be the centrepiece of Alberta’s economy. It’s projected that it could take at least 100 years to fully develop Alberta’s oil sands.

· With this abundance of natural resources comes the responsibility to develop these resources in an environmentally responsible, sustainable manner.

· The way we approach development will have a significant impact on Alberta’s future.

· Alberta is a leader in addressing issues that protect our land, water and air.

· We have stringent legislation and on-the-ground measures that involve land reclamation, water controls and air quality.

Provincial Energy Strategy

· One of our highest priorities is to develop a Provincial Energy Strategy—a strategy that will serve as a blueprint for the responsible development of our resource foundations.

· The strategy will shape our future.

Climate Change Strategy 

· Alberta’s Climate Change Strategy recognizes that as Alberta’s economy continues to grow, our greenhouse gas emissions will rise over the short term.  
· Alberta’s emissions are projected to grow to 400 million tonnes by 2050, due largely to forecast growth in the oil sands sector.

· Our Climate Change Strategy will cut the 400 million tonnes in half by 2050, with much of the reduction coming from oil sands activities. 

· The plan is based on a three-pronged approach:  carbon capture and storage, energy conservation and efficiency, and greening energy production. 

Emissions

· Alberta is the first jurisdiction to take real action when it comes to reducing greenhouse gas emissions.  

· Oil sands make up about four per cent of Canada’s overall greenhouse gas emissions. Canada is responsible for about two per cent of global emissions.  To put this in perspective, Alberta’s oil sands contribute less than one tenth of one percent of all greenhouse gas emissions in the world. 

GHG Reduction Legislation

· Last year, Alberta became the first jurisdiction in North America to legislate greenhouse gas reductions of large industrial facilities.

· And large facility, including oil sands facilities, that emit more than 100,000 tonnes of greenhouse gasses annually, must reduce their emissions intensity by 12 per cent. 

CCS

· Alberta is the first in North America to direct dedicated funding to implement carbon capture and storage technology across industrial sectors. 

· To further this work, Alberta recently struck a government-industry council that will provide a made-in-Alberta plan for immediate advancement of carbon capture and storage technology.

· This technology holds tremendous potential for Alberta, both as a way of reducing emissions, especially in the oil sands sector, and as a technology we can market to the world. It will enable Alberta to make a major contribution to Canada’s emissions reduction goals. 
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